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CAUSES OF DEATH AMONG LIFE INSURANCE POLICYHOLDERS 


DEATH RATES FOR SELECTED CAUSES FOR ORDINARY LIFE INSURANCE POLICYHOLDERS 
Crude Death Rates per 100,000 Lives Exposed 





CAUSE 1944 1948 1950 





Cardiovascular-renal Diseases: 
Cerebral Hemorrhage 52.5 54.1 - 
Diseases of the Heart 249.9 252.4 
* s 


Other 

















330.6 


Pneumonia and Influenza... 31.1 


Tuberculosis (all forms) —.......... 18.5 
Diabetes _.. SRE Sen ee te Met ss 10.7 
Pregnancy and Childbirth . ot seeenses 17 
External Causes: 
Motor Vehicle Accidents...... 13.8 
Ls oti yeaa Ee SES RON es 39.7 
Suicides 2 ; . ney 11.6 
(TRE ET aE TES ee tied here metabo ME RO pea i2 
a ee EE eter Ee ene ne ee oh 96.1 


Total 


All Other Causes .... Settee 
Total — All Causes _ - Be eh pektah tei eee 
Total — Excluding War EEL IDOL CN anc 



































Included in “All Other Causes.” 


1954 data based on reports from U. S. life insurance companies representing about 50% of the ordinary life insurance in force. 
Duplication due to policyholders having policies in more than one company could not be removed. For 1944 and 1948, deaths were 


classified on basis of FIFTH Revision of International List of Causes of Death; for later years, deaths were classified according 
to SIXTH Revision. 


> 


A near-low record death rate of 607.7 per 100,000 There have been noticeable declines in the rates from 
among ordinary life insurance policyholders was several important causes during 1954; cardiovascular- 
reached during 1954. The-comparable rate for 1953 renal diseases declined from a 1953 rate of 355.2 per 
was 621.4 and the record low of 605.8 was achieved in 100,000 to 346.4, pneumonia and influenza from 12.8 
1950. to 10.9, tuberculosis (all forms) from 4.2 to 3.7. Deaths 














due to motor vehicle accidents declined from 19.6 to 
18.2, the lowest rate since 1949. Cancer, however, 
reached a rate of 112.4 per 100,000, the highest rate 
recorded in these surveys. 

During the past decade, the death rate (excluding 
war deaths) for ordinary life insurance policyholders 
has declined 65.7 per 100,000, or about 10‘. This 
improvement has been due to the reduction in the toll 
of such causes as pneumonia and influenza, tuberculo- 
sis, and non-motor vehicle accidents. 

On the other hand, the death rates of the cardio- 
vascular-renal diseases, cancer and motor vehicle acci- 
dents have risen during this 10 year period; the death 


rate for cancer, for example, was almost one-fifth 
greater in 1954 than in 1944, 
In comparing the reported mortality of ordinary and 


industrial life insurance policyholders over the past .. 


decade, similar trends can be observed in the major 
causes of death. Cardiovascular-renal diseases and can- 
cer now account for no less than 70% of total deaths 
in both lines of business, a substantial increase over 
the 1944 percentage. Similarly, the percentages for 
pneumonia and influenza, tuberculosis, and complica- 
tions of pregnancy and childbirth have all declined 
significantly. 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF DEATHS AMONG ORDINARY AND 
INDUSTRIAL LIFE INSURANCE POLICYHOLDERS, 1944 and 1954 


(Excluding War Deaths) 





1944 1954 


Distribution of Deaths Distribution of Deaths 





Ordinary Industrial Ordinary Industrial 





Cardiovascular-renal Diseases: 
Cerebral Hemorrhage __. 





Diseases of the Heart 





Nephritis __..... 





Other 





Total 





Gencer 
Pneumonia and Influenza 








Tuberculosis (all forms)... 





Diabetes 





Pregnancy and Childbirth 





External Causes: 


Motor Vehicle Accidents ................... 





Other Accidents 





Suicides 





Momiciaes —...... 





Total 





All Other Causes __. 





Total — All Causes 





78% 8.6% 9.3% 
30.3 43.0 
5.7 1.3 
2 3.6 


44.6 572 


13.3 . 18.6 
6.4 18 
5.5 6 
3.2 

6 





*Included in “All Other Causes.” 
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INVESTMENTS OF U. S. LIFE INSURANCE COMPANIES 


(000,000 Omitted) 





ACQUIRED HELD CHANGE IN 
HOLDINGS 





Type of Investment Feb. 2Mos. 2Mos. Feb.28 Feb.28 Jan.-Feb. 
1954 1955 1954 1955 1954 1955 





Government U.S. $ 339 $1,084 $ 631 $ 9,242 $ 9,781 $ +9 
Canada ll 2 ll 38 574 —55 
Other — _ — 21 — 


State, Pro- U.S. 32 155 133 1,407 +37 
vincial, Canada 8 10 35 ; 713 -16 
Local Other _— — — 2 — 








World Bank 1 _ 34 165 -2 





Railroad US. 13 47 35 3,612 
48 


Foreign 2 — 10 -1 





Public US. 188 12,567 
Utility Foreign 10 5 424 


Other US. 108 14,962 
Foreign 4 652 
TOTAL 44,928 


Railroad US. 6 
Foreign =< ae 


Public US. 698 
PREFERRED. Utility Foreign ae 
ee Other US. 
Foreign 
TOTAL 


Railroad U.S. 33 


Foreign ssi 


Public US. 237 
COMMON Utility Foreign 


ee Other US. 700 544 
Foreign 4 2 
































TOTAL 1,048 816 


Farm VA 22 23 
Other 2,047 1,887 


Non-Farm FHA 6,156 6,038 
MORTGAGES VA 4,861 3,627 


Other 508 13,388 11,997 
TOTAL : 26,474 23,572 
Company Used 530 449 +5 


Investment Residential 455 444 =a 
Commercial 1,335 1,127 +22 


Other Farm 10 14 -] 
Non-Farm 14 18 — 


TOTAL 2,344 2,052 +26 

POLICY LOANS 3,144 2,919 +17 
CASH Xxx 1,111 1,047 -29 
OTHER ASSETS XXX XxX 2,798 2,344 +103 
TOTAL $1,489 $1,07 $3,053 $2,302 $85,324 $79,248 $ +412 

















REAL 
ESTATE 























Totals for U.S. companies estimated on basis of reports from life insurance companies representing 97% of all assets. The amounts shown 
represent book values for all items except “Other Assets” and “Total.” The change in holdings for the month may sometimes be greater than 
acquisitions for a particular item due to rounding, write-ups and other adjustments. 





LIFE INSURANCE BENEFIT PAYMENTS IN THE UNITED STATES 


(000 Omitted) 





Type of Benefit Payment 


Feb. 
1955 


Feb. 
1954 


2 Mos. 
1955 


2 Mos. 
1954 





DEATH BENEFITS 
(Including Accidental 
Death Benefits) 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 


$110,235 
45,240 
21,468 


$104,461 
39,459 
19,986 


$223,131 


44,863 


$215,684 
78,436 
42,582 





TOTAL 


176,943 


163,906 


359,742 


336,702 





MATURED ENDOWMENTS 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 


39,678 
113 
11,529 


31,331 
191 
9,334 


86,222 
845 
22,581 


72,190 
694 
18,716 





TOTAL 


51,320 


40,856 


109,648 


91,600 





DISABILITY PAYMENTS 
(Including Premiums 
Waived) 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 


6,218 
1,857 
794 


5,970 
1,858 
745 


13,723 
4,115 
1,619 


13,434 
3,971 
1,410 





TOTAL 


8,869 


8,573 


19,457 


18,815 





ANNUITY PAYMENTS 


Group 
Individual 


13,452 
24,855 


11,631 
23,431 


31,269 
54,760 


27,570 
56,607 





TOTAL 


38,307 


35,062 


86,029 


84,177 





SURRENDER VALUES 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 


54,746 
733 
18,404 


45,807 
- 464 
16,55+ 


111,748 
1,450 
35,461 


93,547 
4,102 
30,650 





TOTAL 


73,883 


62,825 


148,659 


128,299 





DIVIDENDS TO 
POLICYHOLDERS 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 
Annuity 


59,225 - 
9,193 
5,818 
1,049 


49,756 
7,454 
5,891 

585 


119,587 
19,137 
37,607 

1,799 


102,351 
"3,605 
$0,451 

1,439 





TOTAL 


75,285 


63,686 


178,130 


152,846 





TOTAL LIFE BENEFIT PAYMENTS 


$424,607 


$374,908 


$901,665 


$812,439 





ACCIDENT & HEALTH 
BENEFITS 

(Paid by life insurance 
companies) 


Group 
Personal 
Dividends 


76,877 
26,822 
2,460 


69,408 
18,858 
1,925 


152,752 
52,211 
5,584 


134,703 
35,720 
3,774 





TOTAL 


$106,159 


$ 90,191 


$210,547 


$174,197 





Totals for U.S. estimated on basis of reports from life insurance companies representing 97% of all payments. 





